FOREWORD

In Tamil, 'puranam' means ancient history or
account. In Sanskrit, there are eighteen Mahapuranas
and Twenty nine Upapurnas. The Mahapuranas were
written by Veda Vyasar. In Tamil, Nine Puranas are
considered to be famous. They are : Kandapuranam,
Periyapuranam, Thiruvilaiyadalpuranam, Kelt puranam,
Sethupuranam, Sikalathipuranam, Kanchlpuranam,
Thanigaipuranm and Kurralapuranam. Of these, the first
three are the most popular.

Kandapuranam w^s written by Kachiappa
Sivachariar and It deals with ttre emergence and exploits
of Lord Kandan. Periapuranam was written by Sekkizhar
and it recounts the lives of sixty three individual saints
and the qualities of the groups of saints. Thiruvilaiyadal
purnam was first written by Perumparrappuliyur Nambi
and later by Paranjothi Munivar Paranjothi was born at
Vetharaniam and an Athi Saiva. He was a Thamblran in
a Maduraimutt. He was well versed in Sanskrit and
Tamil. His knowledge of Ahama Sastras was profound.
He translated Vedharaniamanmiam in Tamil and called it
Vedarania puranam.

He composed the miracles of Siva in his famous
work Thiruvilaiyadal, which contains 3 cantos comprising
64 padalams and 3363 stanzas.